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Over the past several months, Commission staff have interviewed close to one
hundred potential witnesses.

We have met with various groups, agencies and

individuals that have an interest in these proceedings.

We have obtained and

reviewed numerous documents and reports including evidence gathered by an
RCMP Task force in relation to the death of Neil Stonechild.

We have been

provided with any and all information we have requested from the Saskatoon Police
Service. Additional evidence may yet come to light. However, we are now ready to
start presenting this evidence to this Public Inquiry.
A list of sixty-two witnesses we intend to call, in the order we anticipate they will
appear, has been posted on the Inquiry Web site: www.stonechildinquiry.ca. There
may by additional witnesses called, and there will undoubtedly be some changes in
the order of appearance. We will endeavor to provide as much advance notice as
possible of any changes. Such changes will be posted on the web site.
Over the course of the Inquiry we intend to present all evidence, relevant to the
terms of reference that has come to light. I would like to outline in general terms
the course that I anticipate this evidence will take. To the extent possible, the
evidence will be presented chronologically.

We will begin with the events of

November 24th, 1990. We will hear testimony from persons having contact with Neil
Stonechild on that date. We will also present police records indicating possible
contact between Saskatoon Police Service and Neil Stonechild in the late hours of
November 24th, 1990.

We will also hear from various witnesses that received

information as to the events of November 24th, 1990.
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We will then present evidence as to the circumstances surrounding the discovery of
Neil Stonechild’s frozen body on November 29th, 1990. This will include testimony
from the attending officers, the coroner, and the pathologist.
The focus of the evidence will then shift to the Saskatoon Police Service investigation
of the death. We will hear from the investigating officers and the chain of command
within the Saskatoon Police Service at the time – many of whom are now retired.
We intend to present all available evidence as to the conduct of the Saskatoon Police
Service investigation including the extent of such investigation. We will also call the
two Saskatoon Police Service officers who were dispatched in response to a
complaint involving Neil Stonechild on November 24th, 1990.
We intend to present evidence as to the how the death of Neil Stonechild became the
subject of an RCMP investigation in 2000. Evidence that came to light as a result of
that investigation will be presented in as much detail as possible.
In an attempt to cover all matters of potential public concern relating to the
circumstances surrounding the death of Neil Stonechild we shall call evidence as to
the information received or uncovered by the Saskatoon Police Service since 1990.
This will include evidence as to the Saskatoon Police Service’s response to such
information and to public concerns raised with respect to the matter.
Throughout the hearing there will be evidence as to the policies, procedures, and
practices of the Saskatoon Police Service that may have impacted on the Stonechild
investigation. There will also be evidence of changes in such policies, procedures,
and practices over the years.
Mr. Commissioner, you have observed that one of the primary purposes of a Public
Inquiry as to inform the public considering the facts of the matter to be inquired
into. I would like to briefly outline some of the steps that the Commission has taken
to insure that the evidence at the hearings is available to the public.
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The Commission is committed to a process of public hearings. As a general rule, the
hearings are open to the public and the media. The dates and location of the
hearings are posted on the inquiry web site. It should be noted that not all of the
hearings will be held in this room. The hearings will commence at 10:00 a.m. on
each day and conclude at approximately 4:30 p.m., unless you should otherwise
direct.
The testimony given at the hearing will be transcribed and posted daily on the
Inquiry web site. One hard copy of the transcript and a copy of all exhibits, subject
to any ruling of confidentiality, will be maintained at the Commission office at 1020
– 606 Spadina Crescent East for public review by anyone not having access to the
internet. Furthermore, hard copies of the transcripts may be ordered directly from
the court reporter for a fee.
As you have previously stated, the media plays an important roll in a Public
Inquiry. The executive director to the Commission, Candace Congram, will be in
attendance at the hearings on a regular basis. She will serve as media liaison, and
will attempt to accommodate any reasonable requests from members of the media.
To further accommodate the media, our clerk, Irene Beitel will have extra copies of
documents entered as exhibits for distribution to members of the media. These
copies should be available on the day the exhibits are entered into evidence.
Ms. Congram has available for distribution to the media, copies of your
introductory remarks and this opening statement.
Thank you.

